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Life After People video

20 years after people – 
	-Pripyat, Ukraine – after the nuclear disaster in Chernobyl in 1988, it was evacuated; population 50,000 to ghost town overnight
		-moisture and vegetation pulls apart masonry
		-trees finding new homes
		-red deer, wild boar
		-Geiger counter shows that radiation is at safe level but cannot rebuild
		-regurgitation – owl pellets
water pulls apart the masonry 
lack of people mitigated the problems with the animals
trees were killed by radioactivity
resurgence of wildlife


25 years after people – in country nature erases all evidence of man
	-in suburbs feral (domesticated animals set free) dogs roam in search of next meal
	-solid ground is getting hard to find; without humans to operate barriers, London and Amsterdam would be underwater
	-NYC highrise, glass explodes windows – debris blown into buildings (Bernoulli Effect)
	-cockroaches will mourn human disappearance but they will begin to eat anything organic, they need heat, scavengers, decomposers
	-wolves were nearly extinct; now multiply up to 6x each year (in 1995, biologists release a few dozen wolves in Yellowstone; within a decade they became 1,500)
	-grizzly bear, habitat carved up by roads – now roads aren’t barriers, instead pathways that lead them back to their former range


40 years after people – suburbs under attack
	-90% of homes have wood frames – some burn; others are devoured by termites
	-stone infiltrated by salt
	-how fast stone crumbles depends on the environment
	-structures built of stone or masonry will far outlive anything made of wood
	-many ancient monuments have survived because of human maintenance
50 years after people 
	-bridges last long because engineers look after them, without people, the deterioration process will accelerate dramatically
	-steel cables exposed to moisture in the environment, iron will start to revert back to the minerals it came from, process known as corrosion
	-if Golden Gate bridge is not painted continuously, it will begin to corrode
75 years after people
	-most of the 600 million cars are now just rusted remnants
	-depends on where they are abandoned
	-salt in the atmosphere will corrode cars quicker
	-paint deteriorates quickly, rust corrodes
[bookmark: _GoBack]	

